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I Among the Books
..Tht SlrcuBtli <it the W>«k,"
By May Dixon Thacker. The Broad¬

way publishing Company, of New York.
I1;60J
The authoress of a nt^w novel of Vir¬

ginia life, han chosen ihc Tidewater
toctlon of tho Htate and Gloucester
r.dunty, as the scene for the opening
of her story. As Mrs. Thacker is tho
Ulster of Thomas Dixon, Jr., and tho.
wife" of the Itee. Dr. .1. R. Thacker, of
the Presbyterian Church, who has her
present home in Norfolk, Ca., her
choice of a setting for her romance
beginning at the home of her heroine.1
Margy Preston, of Glen Haven, and
changing for a brief while to Norfolk,
must have been largely Influenced by
jicrttonal observation and experience,
for Thomas Dixon, Jr. owned for a
number of years a beautiful Glbui estei
county estate, nnd did much of his
most successful literary work there.
.The Strength of the Wtjak'1 then

may be considered to have the addi¬
tional charm of presenting places and
people that may be identified by those
r.-h.o can penetrate the idealization
which transforms the Individual under
the power of the novelist's pen.
The first Impression and the last

made upon the. reader and reviewer ot
Mrs Thacker'fl work la its finished
. tuality. In construction, in the grasp
of her subject and the development of
her book purpose, Mrs. Thacker dem¬
onstrates the ability which marks, her
as artist "born, not made." Tho mind
passe;: swiftly and smoothly from one
üerles of happenings lo another, the
underlying motives and the psychologi¬
cal problems being toucher) upon mi-
derstandingly and interwoven skilfully
as to the. effect they have upon tho
narrative-
The number of characters introduced

is limited to the needs of the situa¬
tions In which they ligurc. there being
it scrupulous avoidance of anything
like, overcrowding or of dwarfing or
obscuring the Importance of principal
factors In the story. The heroine. Is
Margy Preston, n beautiful girl, pas¬
sionately devoted to her Virginia home.
Dion Haven, where generations of her
people have lived and where snc, an
orphan, has grown into young'.woman¬
hood, much as the riowers of the old-
faf.hloped garden have done, under the
fostering care of an uncle and aunt,
and several negro retainers, among
them Mammy Clo. who Is tho type of
the faithful, capable .'.oTviint. woman,
in her locality, of n generation or'two
ago. Following the ti.idlHons at her
people. Margy If engaged to be mnr-
rlfi lo Robert Norwood, the son of
General Norwood, whose estate, Reerh-
f.ood, adjoins Glen Haven. She nnd
Robert, have grown up together and
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j have been sweethearts from childhood.
Margy Preston, however, counts for

a good deal more than a mere nook
heroine. She represents the home-lov¬
ing type which embodies Ute Virginia
girl that is altogether contented with
her surroundings, her husband, her
hlldren and her friends, one who by

grace, beauty and natural wit can
achieve social triumphs, but who holds
aloof from thctn because they have
nothing to <"o with Ihe scheme of
things, In which her heart delights.
Contrasted with her and with Robertj Norwood, a sensible, manly young fel¬
low, are Julia Karwell, Louise LloydI and Douglas Lloyd, New Cngianucis.) who are sojourning in Virginia and
hoarding at Glen Haven while doing
so. Miss Karwell is a restless pltllan-

j lliroplst. interested In the negro ques¬
tion and social conditions In the South
geltet ally. Mus Lloyd is a much more

I natural and agreeable character, who
j is free from fads and self-delusions-
She has accompanied Miss parwell In

j her Southern trip for the pleasure it
promises and bestows. Douglas Lloyd,
a shrewd, pr.icticnl New Engländer,
'has tome South to persuade Julia I-'ar-
wcll to abandon her ambitions and
become his wife at once, repreaentlng
to her the lack of motlvo In further
delay and his great desire for a home
with a wife in it. Julia, feeling sure of

J her power over her lover, and unwilling
to relinquish at once, her educational
work among the negroes In which she
13. engaged, puts aside his suit for aI year.

i Douglas Lloyd is furious with her,land while he Is at his worst, he meets
Margy rre3ton. He falls in love Wltli
her and t.he. with him. Ties binding t!/--

1 two to Miss Farwell and Robert Nor-
wood are broken, and the nrst part of

I the story closes -with their marriage
at hand.

I The second part of the book dwells
upon the. after-marriage romance, with
Douglas Lloyd; his wife and children

[living In Norfolk. iBut Margy Preston
masquerading in. her great grand-
mother's brocade gowns, slender, goid-
eii-halre'l and glrl'sh, amid the stir-Iro'undings where she lilted naturally
and gracefully into the picture. Is on*
thing, and Margy. young and untried,
with the cares of wlfehood and mother-
boon, upon her. and the problem of ad¬
justing herself 10 dlfllcult labor prob¬
lems and to the negroes that are the
products of education and so-called
training, is another Douglas Lloyo,
with a New Engländer s love of order,
does not make sufneieiU allowance forI youth and inexperience in Margy.
Julia Parwell is at hand to widen Ihe
breach between the two There la
jealousy and mutual fault tlndlnr-.
Then Margy Lloyd takes hei children
and goer hack Id Glop Haven, the old
Gloucester county home, and Dou^-la.-Lloyd drifts dangerously near to diip<i-
dom in the hands of an experienced
woman of Ihe world, V>efore he comes
to his senses and seeks the fulfilment
of hts true ideals In reconciliation <nd
reunion with Margy under the mot
Ire» and beside trie hearth where, from
first to last, hrr heart alone seems to
be really and truly at rest and at pence.
The main purpose of the book if. the

expression of the author's belief In
the superiority ot Margy Preston,
through her devotion to home, interests
and hey absorption in them. over, the
restless, dissatisfied, das:, of Intellec¬tual femininity which Julia Karwejl
exemplifies. The negro question and
several other questions relating to
social conditions are also brought. In,
and are treated discriminatingly.
Tho style of the book Is most attrac¬

tive and Its connection close and
nmooth. The characters are spiritedly
drawn and there Is II it enough of tho
romantic coloring and trend df an
earlier day to remove It. entirely from
tho realms historic, psychologic and
nolUlco. .which have invaded much r»-

cent fiction to tli.» pntnt of tedlousncss
and heaviness.

-Mrs Tracker, the authoress of "The
Strength of the Weak." has lier homo
this winter In Norfolk, Va. She has
the distinction of having written a
novel that deals with Virginia of to¬
day an against the Virginia of yes¬
terday, in which she has preserved a
flavor and absolute purity of tone that
serves to link past md present to¬
gether with forceful and yet happy
Interpretation.

'.The .Man nnd the IJrngoii."
By Alexander Otis Little, Brown and

<'o of Boston. H .50.
This is a story in which .lohn Price,

hard working, conscientious editor of
the Carthage News, published in a New
England town, defeats the political

j Loss of Cartilage, smashes the machine
[and inaugur.ites a much needed reform
reign In tho municipal affairs of the

I city,
The temptations that besot .tonn

Trice by the way, the fact that he is
! under monetary obligations to the onss
and that the young woman whom he
loves and hopes to make his wife is the
daughter of a millionaire who joins
forces with the boss, render the nc-
compltshnienl of his policy both diifi-
cult and doubtful.

lie Is sustained throughout by the
confidence and encouragement of Iiis
sweetheaVt and of his mother, both of
whom are most attractive characters
with high ideals, which they carry out
in their dally living. The strong affec¬
tion between .lohn Price arTfl his moth¬
er is one of the best things' in the
bonk.
The hero of ;he honk nearly lose3

his life as the result of his sturdy
political light. But. he wins out In
spite of nil. and the concluding chapter
describe.; his honeymoon trip, to he
succeeded by useful dual work In n
modest home of independence.
The book teaches a much-neededI lepsoii bs In the necessity of a cleaner.

saner political code and aims In living,
that make for happiness rather than
useless extravagance,

..The Ctlded War."
Rv Victor Maper- Tho Ncalc Pub¬

lishing Co.. of Washington and New
York. J1.50.
Young people who ire members of
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MUS. .MAY Ol XON T11ACKEH,
Author of "TUr Strengiii of (ho Wenk."

wealthy New York families, whoso way
In life is marie easy for them and de-
vlod of any hardship whatever, are
those who are the principal figures in
this rtory of present day American life.
The hook opens with a descriptionof the Yale'-Harvard football game,

witnessed hy a private car party who
are of the rlass that travel "The! Glid¬
ed Way." The story of how the came
ls*wph for Yale, and how Ollle Wester-
vclt. a. brother of the ear party hostess,
becomes the hero of the day. is told in
very animated and Interesting st>le.
The sequel of how and why the hero
falls, to put in an appearance at a
dinner and a. theatre-going enjoyed by
his sister and her friends is not. so
agreeable, and marks the first step
downward in a career that finally ruins
young Westeryejt's life and brings sor¬
row anil dirgrare "n .'!! connected Withhtm.
"The Glided Way." indeed. !? .f. ritten

for the purpose of showing how ad¬
vanced American civilisation, with its
extravagance in living, with everything
ready to hand by Inheritance ror the
sonr. of fathers who have heaped up
wealth tend to speed the couise of their
sons in every folly Imaginable, in stifle
Iheir energies, vitiate their tastes, and
make I hem models of easerlovlng and
luxury:"eeklng degenern.ies.
The dramatic situations in the hook

are very striking, US philosophy id
very sound, and ih» noae ol warning
11 strikes, very timely and very clear.

"South African folk Tnles."
By .fame's .\ Honey; M. ft. The Baker
Taylor Co.j of New York $1.1" net
This 'ufjok embraces i collection of

South A'riv'an tribal .ales translated
from the native sp4ec.ll by l»r Honev.
who hopes In his introduction "tint
. hey may prove e,f gome value to
Americans, who have an Interest In
animals or who appreciate the folk¬
lore of other raunti les¦"
He Illustrates Hie people trhos«)

stories sppoar In this volume bv a.
Kaffir legend In regard to- the distri¬
bution of animals after the creation.
This In the story:

"Treo in Kaffir is the supreme being.
Teco had every description of stock
and property."There varc three nations created,
the White«, the Amakosa. or Kaffirs,
Aml..tl:,e..Hourntflls. . A.to-ytas- Aö~

pointed for thctn lo appear before Teco,
to receive whatever ho might appor¬
tion to each tribe. While thoy were

assembling, a honey bird came flutter-
ing by, and all the Hottentots ran iir-
t'er it, whistling and making the pecu¬
liar noise they generally do while fol¬
lowing tills wonderful little bird, 'i'oco
remonstrated With them lo no pur¬
pose. He therefore denounced thont as
u vagrant race, who would possess no
stock whatever.
"When the fine herds of cattle were

brought the Kaffirs became very much
excited, one exclaiming, "Tint black and
white cow Is mine!" and another, "That
red cow and black bull are mine:'- and
so on, till at last Teco, wlioso patience
had been severely taxed by their shouts
and unruly behavior, denounced them
as a restlefs people, who would only
possess cattle.
"The Whites patiently waited until

they received cattle, horses, sheep and
all sorts of property. Hence the
Whiles have got everything, the Kaffirs
cattle and tho Hottentots nothing."
The stories are mythological or

religious in character, and relate to
man «nd his Interests as well as lo
animals Some are perverted form? of
Cu«;hmen tales, that have been taken
over by Hottentots or Zulus, nnd a
few are from the Hutch Pr. Honey Is
one of the first authorities on African
folklore. lie is descended from the
earliest settlers of South Africa, served
in the noer War and Is thoroughly Im*
hoed with a love for the country ami
its assoclatlons.

"The story of Great Inventions."
Bj Himer Kllsworth Burns. Harper

and Brothers, of New York. $1.25.
This book begins with the age of

Archimedes, the first grent inventor,
nnd dwells upon the use of his inven¬
tions in the defense of the city of Syra¬
cuse. It also tells of the discovery of!
the Archimedean principle nnd of an¬
cient Greek inventions. .

The age of Galileo and his b.itile for
truth In Introducing the telescope como
next Then Torrlcelli on<l the barom¬
eter. Otto von Glienicke and the sir
pump, Robert Itoyle and the pressure
of air and steam, Pascal nnd the hy¬
draulic press, nnd Newton, with his
theory of gravitation.
The third chapter of the. book be¬

gin! ihr- eighteenth century. ?ni! t^lkr.
about .lames". Watt's sIohpi eriedn», Ben¬
jamin Franklin's lightning-rod. CSal-
vanl'a electric current and Volta's
electric battery !tf.nst interesting is
the story of Count. Rumford's experi¬
ment with cannon In producing host
without fire, of Davy's safely lamp for
miners of Faraday's Plctrirai discov¬
eries, of his tirst electric, motor and
dyn imo. x

The great inventions ef the. nine¬
teenth nentury arc enumerated as dry
and storage batteries, the first electricrailway, the telegraph, duplijx telegra¬
phy, the telephone and phonograph, gar
engines, steam locomotives and tur¬
bine?.
The twentieth rientliry period has an

outlook for r.irshlp-;. aeroplanes', rub-

I Wits
Work jJ ": Well I

"There's a Reason"

marine*, monorail cars, wireless tele¬
graphy and telephones, X rays and
la dl urn.
The hook ia admirably Illustrated,

and Its value as to Information and
Instruction Is only equaled by ilie in¬terest of Its narration.

..How to Know Architecture."
By Prank K. Wallis. A. A. I. A Har¬

per and Brothers, of .Vow York. $J.iPJ
net.
This very valuable work Is divided

into tlie pagan, Christian, intellectual
and modern periods in their bearing
upon architecture and their relation to
it. Human elements In the evolution
of different styles of architecture,
trade, scientific and Creel; factors, uro
considered In the pagan period, at the
close of which tiie first great transition
occurred.

Tlie second period Is marked by the
birth of Christian architecture, by a
second great transition and by the de¬
velopment of the Gothic and flamboj
ant ClothJc in style.
The intellectual period in Franc's

covers the time from the Renaissance
through .lames I. to Louis XVI. In
Kngland developments wtre parallelunder the Georges.
The fourth or modern period Ireata

of the Georgian architecture in Ameri¬
ca and the era of decadence here mark¬
ed by progress iu other countries.
Every page, of (he book has picturesillustrative of the text and of the
period under consideration. Names and
characters of great architects include
.Sir William Chambers, of Kngland;Chorslphron. the Greek, who built lh«
Temple of Doana; Kord Elgin, of Kng¬
land; "William M Alken and Richard M.
Hunt, of America; Henry Holland, of
Kngland, ami many others.
This book Is the flrsi on architecturewith American models for illustration.

It Is a work which even the gen¬
eral reader, as well as those who are
professional architects may read with
great pleasure and protlt.

Ashland News Notes
(Special to The,Times.Dispatch. |

Ashland, V.l.. January s..Mr. and
Mrs. William l-Iabllaton. if Richmond,were recent guest? of Mr and Mrs.Charles llabll.Mon, »I the Henrj ClayInn.

Sir.". Hugh I'lsnnon and son hive re.
turned home after a visit to MrsCharles Bridges

Ml^s Gertrude Crenshaw, who ha*been ihe guest ef yiri Barrett Sydnor,returned to her home in Richmond onKrldiv
Miss Nil i Blincoe has entirely recov¬

ered from her recent diners.
Misses nirdle De.ltirnelt. and AgneiWright, returned to ihe Pout hern Semi¬nary Id-day, aft«r spending the holi¬days with their parent? here.
Miss Kmilv Wade, who was ih« guestof Mrs. B Morgan Shepherd foi thege.rrnan Friday night, has returnedhome.
Mrs. 11. Dr'wr- Kerr entertained tb>Bridge riass on' Friday afternoonThe Young Ladles' Uitarary Cl'lbmet on Thursday, aftet an IntermUSibil of two weeks. Instead of a leetore, which was on the program fe.th« afternoon. Miss Margret l.ee end

an interesting piper on Cärthage-v-lijImportance in the World's Burly His-
loi'v. Disputes With Home. Destruc¬tion Afterwards an Informal ronpd
table was held on the subject of mag¬
azine reviews At. th» close of the li--'
erarv program the tei committee; com¬
posed of Misses Stuart Blähton, Mar¬
guerite Wtghr.rnan and Mirv Se.wmabClones, served refreshments. The guestsof th" evening were Misses F,mtu<t
Stamen. Katherlne Kent and Jessie
Butler, of «""harlnstor., c
The Chesterfield Cotillion Club

a dallrhtful Now Year's dance on
Thursday night. The auditorium was
prettily decorated in fraternity and
college pennxnt.i arid CJirlstmaf greens
Among Hi' daneer/nr wer« Misset* Ger¬
trude rr-nabaw. Wrolly Wade. GraceVest ami fj?rti-a SuiitacUlul. Ot Rich-

moiul: Hardenla. Redd, of Caroline
counts': .foscphlne MeKey, of Chi en go;Ricanor Scott, of Rudford: Ka UterineKent. Page Nixön. May Baldwin; Alicellowlson. Anne Hunter, Peachy Kiel,Houisc Wave Emmn Lou Prlddy. CoiitrnBridges. Augusta Nixon, Julia Welsl-gpr. Birdie DcJarnott: Akih\s Wright,Hüth Itlakcy. Clark Hoofnaglc, RlisoCardwell, Messrs. Wright, Harry Röwo,Potuross Stanley Blanton, PcnnvSlaufr, Frank Banc, Werner, Hunter,Noel. Bain, Worsham. Benson. Walto:-..Tucker. Sydiior, Lewis Blanton, Card-well; Jones. Rills. Hartsook, Smith',Woods, C. B. Jones, Young, Cox, Addi¬
son. Rice. Prlddy, Blunt. Woodward..Howard. Battle and r'iUhUgh Wliite.and Woolfolk. The chaperons wereAir. and Mrs. 1'. R. Potrs. Mr. and Mrs.
.1. D. Harris, Mr. and Mrs. U. C. Scott,Jr.. Mr. and Mrs. James Cox. Mr. and
Mrs: VV. C. Blanton. Mr. and Mrs. H.
Drcwry Korr. Mesdamcs McDowd, Carr,Wade and Baldwin.
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